GENOCIDE INTERVENTION

NETWORK

Have a hand in stopping genocide

Gum Arabic: A Staple of Sudanese Agriculture

Gum arabica natural gum derived from s@aharan acacia trees,Sudafs largestexport.
Approximately80% of the world's gum arabic comes from SudHBme Darfur regionn
particularis one of thanajor gum arabic producing areahe gum arabiandustry, along with
the agricultural sectan generglemploys a significant number of Darfurians and msajor
source ofrevenue for the region itself.

Many companies in th&nited States, notablgot drink giants CocaCola and Pepsi, utilize gum
arabic. It is a stabilizer imumeroudoods and cosmetican ingredient irthe newspaper

printing processand acomponent of mangharmaceutical However, inrecent yearghe US.
hasbecomdessdepenént on SudanOs gamabicdue to the advent of neifrican producers
and artificial substitutesCoupled with a decrease in overall agricultural productivity, this has
had an adverse effect on the economies of marginalized areas in Sudan.

The ultimate gal of targeted Sudan divestment is to protect the victigemdcidetherefore

the model developed by the Sudan Divestment Task Fotagoiedto have maximal impact on
the government of Sudan's behavior while minimizing potential harm to innoagsn &e

civilians. Divestmentefforts are focused on companies that have unsustainable operations and
whosebusinesgprimarily benefis the Khartoum regime while failing to contribute to the overall
development of Sudan.

Companiesnvolved inthe cultivaton and distribution of gum arabic are exempted from targeted
divestment, as the livelihoods of millions of innocent Sudanesdependenbnthese
businessedAlthough gumarabic does provide some revertoghe government, that amount

pales in comparisoto the billions inrevenue generated by the oil, mineral, power, and defense
sectorgn which Khartoum is much more heavily invested

Despite itsvast oil reservessudan remains a largely agricultural country, \8id86 of its
population working in théields and much otheremaining 20% employed in industry driven by
the agricultural sectorln recent years, agricultural production has dropped due to chronic
drought and théngeringeffects of &0-yearcivil war. Many NGOs have been involved in
agicultural rehabilitation programs eddress food insecurity in Sudan

In light of their productive role in the Sudanese econdimySudan Divestment Task Force, a
project of the Genocide Intervention Netwodkesnot target any agricultural operatm




