
  
 
 
 

Gum Arabic: A Staple of Sudanese Agriculture 
 
Gum arabic, a natural gum derived from sub-Saharan acacia trees, is Sudan's largest export.  
Approximately 80% of the world's gum arabic comes from Sudan.  The Darfur region in 
particular is one of the major gum arabic producing areas.  The gum arabic industry, along with 
the agricultural sector in general, employs a significant number of Darfurians and is a major 
source of revenue for the region itself. 
 
Many companies in the United States, notably soft drink giants Coca-Cola and Pepsi, utilize gum 
arabic.  It is a stabilizer in numerous foods and cosmetics, an ingredient in the newspaper 
printing process, and a component of many pharmaceuticals.  However, in recent years the U.S. 
has become less dependent on SudanÕs gum arabic due to the advent of new African producers 
and artificial substitutes.  Coupled with a decrease in overall agricultural productivity, this has 
had an adverse effect on the economies of marginalized areas in Sudan.  
 
The ultimate goal of targeted Sudan divestment is to protect the victims of genocide; therefore 
the model developed by the Sudan Divestment Task Force is tailored to have maximal impact on 
the government of Sudan's behavior while minimizing potential harm to innocent Sudanese 
civilians. Divestment efforts are focused on companies that have unsustainable operations and 
whose business primarily benefits the Khartoum regime while failing to contribute to the overall 
development of Sudan. 
 
Companies involved in the cultivation and distribution of gum arabic are exempted from targeted 
divestment, as the livelihoods of millions of innocent Sudanese are dependent on these 
businesses. Although gum arabic does provide some revenue to the government, that amount 
pales in comparison to the billions in revenue generated by the oil, mineral, power, and defense 
sectors in which Khartoum is much more heavily invested.   
 
Despite its vast oil reserves, Sudan remains a largely agricultural country, with 80% of its 
population working in the fields and much of the remaining 20% employed in industry driven by 
the agricultural sector.  In recent years, agricultural production has dropped due to chronic 
drought and the lingering effects of a 20-year civil war.  Many NGOs have been involved in 
agricultural rehabilitation programs to address food insecurity in Sudan.   
 
In light of their productive role in the Sudanese economy, the Sudan Divestment Task Force, a 
project of the Genocide Intervention Network, does not target any agricultural operations. 
 


